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Thank You 2020 

There has been a lot of negatives during the year 2020. In fact, it doesn’t take long into most conversations before someone is mak-

ing a crack about the expiration of 2020 and the welcoming of a new year. And while I think this is universally accepted as one of 

the most difficult years in our history, there are still many things to be thankful for as we close the books on this year and turn the 

calendar to new and better.  This is an open letter of thanks to the most challenging year in most of our lives. 

Dear 2020, 

I want to thank you for all that you have taught me over the last 365 days. When January began, we were hopeful and celebrating 

the promise of a new calendar year after the devastation of statewide flooding during 2019. We were excited to turn the page, con-

tinue to rebuild, and work together to control our future after the uncontrollable event.  Little did we know that we were months 

away from a global pandemic that would turn our lives upside down. The pandemic would bring on sickness, uncertainty, division, 

stress, and a complete disruption of our normal routines.  

But that doesn’t mean it was all bad, because there were still several positives that surfaced during the last twelve months. For ex-

ample, the closures in the spring allowed families to spend more time together. This additional time with our family was a shock to 

the system initially as we realized exactly how much time we spent on other events. It was a forced eye-opening experience that 

helped re-prioritize the value of quality time with those you love. 

When the devastating news was delivered that schools were closing during the fourth quarter, it was a rough day. But with the in-

genuity of education staff, incredible assistance from families, and adaptability of our students, we made the best of the situation. 

We learned what worked (and didn’t work) remotely, how things could be improved when we had the opportunity to come back 

face-to-face, how much we needed each other to help these kids, and that NOTHING will stand in the way of education. It was an 

incredible partnership that allowed an opportunity for students to continue to move forward, even during the most unforeseeable 

challenges imaginable. It taught us, we can do ANYTHING we put our minds to. 

After nine months of the pandemic not allowing us to live our ‘normal lives,’ we have seen human ingenuity at its finest. Events and 

meetings have moved virtual, recognition was delivered in unique ways, and social interaction has shifted to new mediums. These 

unprecedented circumstances have allowed our problem-solving skills to shine. And while a break from consistently problem-

solving will be welcomed, it is something that we are thankful got to be put on display throughout 2020. Too often when change is 

put in front of us, our instant reaction is to keep things as they have always been. But this year has taught us that we have the ability 

to change, be flexible, provide grace, reflect on decisions, and create a new path forward. And while it was an uncomfortable jour-

ney, it has been one that brought out the best in so many people. 

In conclusion, THANK YOU 2020! Thanks for all the lessons you have provided and the growth you allowed. The challenges you 

had in store for us were unthinkable twelve months ago, but we have risen to them and will be better in 2021 because of you. So 

thank you for everything, but please don’t reach out to contact us, as we won’t be returning your calls! 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Plas 
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Congratulations to Katie 

Rowe for being selected 

as the Viking 

Way Student of the     

Month for                      

November!  Katie is a 

great role model for oth-

er students. Katie is an        

excellent student, has a 

great attitude, and is   

always a team play-

er! Great job Katie!  

Congratulations to Will 

Hrouda for being selected 

as the Viking Way       

Student of the Month for           

November!  Will has a 

strong work ethic! He is 

very    respectful to    

others and he is          

always  valuable team 

member!  Awesome job 

SENIOR ADS FOR YOUR SPECIAL SENIOR-Last Chance! 
 

Every year, the yearbook sells senior ads for the back of the yearbook. 
These are messages written to your senior showing love and support.    
Senior ads are $50 and will include their senior photo and baby photo. If you 
would like to write an encouraging message to your senior, please submit 
your message of no more than 150 words and  payment to Lakeview High 
School, attention: Mrs. Schatz. You can also email your message to 
kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org and send payment in separately. Payment is 
due upon ordering an ad. Deadline to purchase senior ads is January 31. 
This is a firm deadline as there are limited spaces available for these ads. 
Get yours reserved today!  

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
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SENIOR PICTURES DUE Now! 
Please submit headshots to Mrs. Schatz at kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org.            
Specifications for submission are below. If we do not receive a picture for your senior 
student by January 31, we will use the headshot taken for school   pictures. These 
pictures will be used for the yearbook, for the senior slide show, and for the          
Columbus Telegram.  

Senior Photo Submission Requirements: 

 CD or email the image to be used (kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org) 

 JPG Format 

 Cropped vertically 

 Headshot preferred 

 No special effects (soft focus, b/w, sepia, etc...) 

 Submission due by January 31 
*Headshots are required for the Telegram. If you wish to use a different photo for the 
yearbook, you may, but the above requirements still apply. If you are sending 2     
different pictures, please specify where each picture is to be used.  
**If your student does not have senior pictures or needs assistance having them    
taken, please contact Mrs. Schatz, kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org.  

Scholarship Information:  

 All scholarships that come through the counseling office will be emailed to all senior students on their 
Lakeview account, as well as posted on my website.  

 

 https://sites.google.com/lakeview.esu7.org/counselingcenter  
 
 

Schedule Changes:  

 Please review your high school students second semester schedule on powerschool. If you have any 
changes or questions, please call or email  Mrs. Rambour.  

 

 Students have the first 5 days of the semester to change their schedule.  
 

 Review graduation requirements with your student to make sure they are on track.  
  https://sites.google.com/lakeview.esu7.org/counselingcenter/graduation-requirements  

 
 

 

Paige Rambour 
High School Counselor  
prambour@lakeview.esu7.org 

402-564-8518 

 

 High School Counseling News  

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
https://sites.google.com/lakeview.esu7.org/counselingcenter
https://sites.google.com/lakeview.esu7.org/counselingcenter/graduation-requirements
mailto:prambour@lakeview.esu7.org
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The Shell Creek Student Council members spread holiday cheer by 
shopping for a family in our community! We enjoyed finding gifts 
that each person would appreciate. What an awesome blessing it 
is to be able to help families celebrate!  

Shell Creek 5th Grade Happenings 

 

 In the end of November, we had a speaker come and talk to the 5th 
Grade students about World Wide Ag from the 4H Extension Office.  Stu-
dents learned about where different foods came from and what it takes to 
grow and raise the foods they love to eat each day.  They also saw a 
demonstration of extracting DNA from fruit using common household 
items.   
 In December, students were able to record their musical performance 
for the annual Christmas program that will be held virtually this year.  Stu-
dents also participated in maturity talks in Health class. 
 In January when we return from Christmas break, students will be 
starting a novel in Reading class called Esperanza Rising.   
 We are excited to continue to be in school and being healthy! 
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The Gingerbread Man is one of our very favorite units in kindergarten! We always 
start out introducing the gingerbread theme by reading one of the ‘original’ 

versions of the gingerbread man books. After reading one of the original 
books, we start introducing all of the different versions.  The gingerbread 

man books really help us reinforce the characters and setting of a story. But 
our favorite part of the unit is decorating gingerbread houses!  It ’s so much 

fun to see the houses take shape. One of the highlights for the                 
kindergartners is creating the snow out of coconut and making a door to the 
house out of Hershey’s chocolate. The houses this year were decorated with 

lots of colorful candy!  

STEM Projects 

Students in 3R have been working hard on STEM projects. STEM curriculum involves students combining at least two ideas from Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. Sometimes, Art will also make its way into our projects. Most recently our class has 
been working with circuits. Students learned about lights and created a project that could hold their circuits.  

Below are some of the Christmas trees and flowers that students designed. 



  Page 10  

 

SHELL CREEK STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN KIDS HEART CHAL-
LENGE!!!!! 

  
  

On November 5th and 7th, 2020 Shell Creek Elementary students, grades 1st-
6th  participated in the annual Kids Heart Challenge, also known as Jump Rope for 
Heart. This program is sponsored by the American Heart Association in schools 
throughout the nation. Each year the American Heart Association asks each school 
nationwide to participate in this program to help fight heart disease and stroke. The 
students at Shell Creek Elementary have shown a great interest in this program and 
worked hard to raise funds to help in the fight against heart disease and stroke. 
This year Shell Creek Elementary had 275 students participate, with 60 of those 
students turning in money donations for the American Heart Association. This year 
Shell Creek Elementary raised $3,447.24  to help fund research and programs in 
and around our community fighting heart disease and stroke. This year as the Kids 
Heart Challenge coordinator I challenged the students to work as hard as they 
could to earn funds. 
  
I would also like to recognize this year’s top money raisers at Shell Creek  Ele-
mentary. Normally it is a pretty close race when it comes to determining the top 
money raiser and this year was close again. Paisley Dicke, a 2nd grader turned in 
the most money with $202.34. Paisley will receive a recognition certificate from 
the American Heart Association for her hard work and efforts to promote healthy 
lifestyles. Congratulations Paisley!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  
As this year’s Kids Heart Challenge coordinator, I would like to thank all of the 
students for their hard work and efforts. It’s a total school effort and these students 
showed a lot of excitement and enthusiasm about participating in this year’s Kids 
Heart Challenge. I would also like to thank all the teachers and parents for all your 
help in getting the money back to me so quickly. By doing this I was able to get 
the money sent off to the American Heart Association as soon as possible and the 
students prizes can be sent to reward their efforts. The prizes came in and have 
been given to the students who earned them. I look forward to next year’s Kids 
Heart Challenge and teaching the students to be physically fit and healthy for a 
lifetime.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Chris Thoms 
Health and Physical Education Teacher 
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January 13, 2021 
 

Dear Kindergarten through 6th Grade Platte Center Parents/Guardians, 
 

 

 Platte Center Elementary grades K-6 will be participating in a very special community 
service program to raise funds for the American Heart Association. We’re joining in the fight 
against our nation’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers – cardiovascular disease and stroke. Kids Heart 
Challenge (aka-Jump Rope for Heart) is a nationwide event that helps students learn about the 
benefits of regular physical activity and heart health while raising funds to fight heart disease 
and stroke. The money our school raises will fund potentially lifesaving research and will sup-
port programs that help people in our community. The Platte Center students will be doing their 
Jump Rope for Heart on February 1st and 3rd  2021 during P.E. class at Platte Center El-
ementary. 
 Most people do not realize that the roots for cardiovascular disease in adults often begin 
in childhood from age 10 and even younger. That’s why it’s important to make changes now to 
help your children and other family members eat healthy foods, stay physically active, and live 
tobacco-free.  
 As this year’s coordinator, the students have shown a lot of interest and excitement in 
taking part in this year’s Kids Heart Challenge. I will be sending home with each of them an 
information/money envelope along with this letter. This will have a listing of the prizes they 
can earn as well as your child’s consent form. That’s right I said prizes! Students who collect 
money donations for their schools Kids Heart Challenge event will receive dollar amount priz-
es for their hard work from the American Heart Association.   

This year I am asking all parents to convert all cash and coin collected into one 
check. It makes it a lot easier to count the individual money collected and get it sent so the 
students receive their prizes sooner.  If someone that donates wants to write a check, 
please ask him or her to write it out to the American Heart Association. I also encourage 
you to register your child online and collect money donations that way due to COVID-19. 
See collection envelope for information to register online. I ask that you do not allow your 
son or daughter to go door to door asking for money donations. I would prefer that they 
ask friends and family for money donations. Parents may take collection envelopes to 
their place of employment if they wish.  I am giving the students two weeks to collect 
money donations and turn the money back into me by January 27, 2021 
 Kids Heart Challenge is a fun and effective way to teach heart-healthy living. It empha-
sizes the importance of physical activity as our children do something they enjoy. The money 
you contribute will fund research that will save more lives each year… maybe your own or that 
of someone in your family. Our efforts can truly make a difference.  Any questions please call 
402-564-3465 or email cthoms@lakeview.esu7.org  or stop and visit with me at school.  

 

Chris Thoms - Physical Education Teacher/KHC Coordinator – Platte Center Elementary 
 

mailto:cthoms@lakeviewlesu7.org
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December 2020 Christ Lutheran School News 
 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 1 Chronicles 16:34.    

During the months of November and December, the families of Christ Lutheran School 

gave thanks for many of God’s gifts.   

 

We give thanks for our PTL!  This energetic group of people created a Holiday Catalog 

of local businesses selling items with a percentage coming back to the school.  The 

unique fundraiser was very appropriate for these times of social distancing and trying to 

support the local economy.  CLS was very blessed with the generous donations as well 

as the vendor donations.   

 

The students practiced for many hours to present the Christmas musical “The Allergic 

Shepherd”.  The production was presented at our Children’s Christmas program on 

Sunday, December 20th at beginning at 4:00 PM.  Cassandra Splittgerber, our Music     

Director, led the group during this memorable program.  

 

Happy New Year!  January is a time for new beginnings and fresh starts.  It is the       

beginning of the new quarter and new semester.   Christ Lutheran School is excited 

about the new opportunities coming in 2021. For the second semester, CLS students 

will use new chrome books purchased through donations and some CARES Act    

funding. We are grateful for the ways God provides for our school. 

 

Lutheran schools across the country will celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week at 

the end of January.  This annual event offers our congregation and school the            

opportunity to rejoice together in the partnership we have in sharing God’s grace and 

mercy, as we provide another year of spiritual training and educational preparation to 

the next generation of faithful Christian servants. This year, Christ Lutheran School will 

host a winter clothing drive for a local charity during this week.   

 

Christ Lutheran School welcomes new families to join our learning community.  We   

offer Christ-centered education for Preschool-8th grades with qualified teachers, 1:1  

devices, and low student to teacher ratios.  Also, if you are interested in second         

semester Preschool for Tuesday-Thursday mornings, please call the school office at  

402-564-3531.  
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On December 6th we had a Christmas cookie bake sale for our chapel   
missionaries, Justin and Jordan Logston.  The end of the semester we will 
send the money collected from this bake sale and our weekly chapel to 
Mission Central to support them. They are missionaries who serve the Lord 
in Belize.  Justin covers the events in the Latin America and the Caribbean 
region, shooting video and taking photographs, and writing, editing, and 
publishing articles and mission news.  Jordan is growing the English-as-a-
Second-Language program in Belize, working with short-term mission 
teams, providing consistent communication updates regarding the mission 
work being done, and building leadership and seminar training in Belize.  We 
ask that you keep Justin and Jordan in your prayers as they serve in      
Belize.  They ask that individuals pray for strength and courage for both 
of them so they can serve the people of Belize with a focus on how God is 
transforming their hearts to do His work and fulfill the Great              
Commission.  Let us give thanks that Justin and Jordan are serving in this 
part of the world. 
 
St. John’s Lutheran School would like to express our deepest sympathy to 
the family of Emma Gehring, who passed into eternal life.  She is the 
daughter of Brent and Kathryn Gehring.  Brent is an alumni of Lakeview 
Community School.  This sweet, kind, strong, and loving girl touched many 
hearts in our community of faith as we came together to pray for her and 
her family.  May this family and their support community dwell in God’s love 
and peace as they journey through these difficult days.  We know that the 
Lord has lifted her up into the arms of Jesus where there will be no more 
pain or sorrow, and we are all reminded of the wonderful gift of              
everlasting life through Christ. 
 
St. John’s would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
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  Lakeview Education Foundation   

Mission Statement: Inspire investment in scholarships, innovative programs and facilities that enhance the       

educational experience and opportunities for students & faculty of Lakeview Community Schools 
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Booster Club has lots of new Lakeview items! Call Crystal Klug at 

402-910-1289 to set up a time to shop for your Lakeview gear. 
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